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These sermons were written when the 
author was too ill to attend to his 
usual duties. Many of them, when 
he was from home for his health, at 
various times and places. There is 
a good deal of repetition in two or 
three which, had he lived to send 
them to the press, he would have 
corrected. It is now thought best 
to leave them as he wrote them, — his 
last offering, — written in much pain and 
weakness, — to the Christian Church. 



These are the only sermons by Mr 
Stowell which have been published — 
since his death — by the authority of 
his family. 



PREFACE. 



It cannot be said that there is any . 
lack of published sermons. Rather 
ought it be said that there is a re- 
dundancy of them. Neither would it 
be correct to say that there is any 
want of consolatory treatises, or of 
manuals of a soothing and devotional 
character, addressed to the sick and the 
sorrowful. Yet, strange to say, there 
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is not to be found — at least, I have 
failed to find — a volume of sermons 
prepared expressly for the house of 
mourning and the chamber of sick- 
ness. No doubt, discourses appropri- 
ate to such scenes may be easily 
selected, but these can hardly be ex- 
pected to possess the directness and 
specificness which Avould distinguish 
a manual of sermons indited for the 
very purpose. There is here, there- 
fore, a blank which I know has been 
felt. What more common or more 
comely than for mourners in Zion, 
who have ** loved the habitation" of 
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the Lord's house, "the place where 
His honour dwelleth : " what more 
natural than for such on the day of 
rest, when ^hut out by the hand of 
the Lord from the great congregation, 
to gather themselves together, a little 
Church in the house, and to bring 
themselves into immediate sympathy 
and accord with the worshippers in 
the courts of the Lord, by solemnis- 
ing the same service, and thus re- 
alising fuller fellowship with them ? 
How natural, on such occasions, the 
desire to crown the service with a 
sermon designed for that end! Such 
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thoughts as these led me long ago to 
cherish a wish that it might be my 
privilege to fill up the void which 
has been indicated, and thus strive to 
fulfil the commission of my blessed 
Master, "Comfort ye — comfort ye my 
people, saith your God." Opportunity ^ 
however, to realise my desire, did not 
present itself until now — the Lord 
having seen fit to lay me aside for a 
season from public service; and hav- 
ing myself found the solace, on the 
Sabbath, of a Church in the sick-room, 
I avail .myself of the intimation and 
the opening thus supplied. 
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The following simple volume is the 
fruit. And may He who mingled 
His tears with those of the weeping 
sisters in Bethany, and who assured 
His sorrowing followers, " I will not 
leave you comfortless ; " may He use 
this little manual as a vessel from 
which to infuse heavenly balm into 
the wounded spirits and aching hearts 
of some of His chastened children. 
To His own name shall be all the 
praise. 

Hugh Stowell. 

Barr Hill, Pendleton, 1865. 
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Lamentations iii. 39. 

*' Wherefore doth a living man complain, a man for the 
punishment of his sins?" 

IIARTH is filled with the voice 
of complaining. The house of 
mourning and the chamber of 
sickness echo with the sound. Ought 
it to be so? Has the scourged sinner 
any right, has the chastened saint any 
reason^ to repine? We may mourn, 
but we ought not to murmur. Bitterly 
did " the weeping prophet " lament, 
whilst he cried in his anguish, '' I 
am the man that hath seen affliction 
by the rod of His wrath. He hath 
led me, and brought me into darkness, 
but not into light. Surely against me 
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is He turned ; He turneth His hand 
against me all the day. My flesh and 
my skin hath He made old : He hath 
broken my bones. He hath builded 
against me, and compassed me with 
gall and travail." Yet, notwithstanding 
all, he exclaims, in meek submission, 
" Wherefore doth a living man com- 
plain, a man for the punishment of 
his sins?" Dear sojourners in the 
chambers of sorrow, is not this a word 
in season for you? Are not the 
thoughts which the prophet breathes, 
thoughts fitted to hush you into still- 
ness? Let us enlarge upon them for 
a little, looking the while to the Holy 
Comforter to carry them home with 
power to our hearts. 

The reflections urged upon the 
mourner are threefold : — 
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L Wherefore doth a man complain ? 
11. A livmg m^iVi} 

III. A man for the punishment of 
his sins? 

I. Ought the voice of discontent 
ever to be uttered by a man ? Did he 
make himself? Does he hold him- 
self in life? Can he order for him- 
self? His breath is in his nostrils. 
The law of his being is dependency. 
From dust he came, and unto dust he 
must return. " Hath not the potter 
power over the clay ? " " Shall the 
thing formed say to Him that formed 
it, Why hast Thou made me thus?** 
Surely it is meet that we should say 
unto God, " Behold, O Lord, we. are 
the clay, thou art our potter." Mould 
us and shape us as seemeth Thee good. 
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We cannot withstand Thee if we would ; 
we would not, if we could. Worms of 
the dust, insects of a day, we desire to 
lie passive in Thine hands. Ought our 
troubles to astonish us ? '* Man is 
born unto trouble, as the sparks fly 
upward'* — *' There hath no temptation 
taken you but such as is common to 
man'* — ** Man that is born of a woman 
hath but a short time to live, and is 
full of misery: he cometh up, and is 
cut down, like a flower; he fleeth as 
it were a shadow, and never continueth 
in one stay/* God forbid, then, that 
we should struggle against His arm ; 
like a wild bull in a net, entangling 
ourselves the more. Nay, rather, let 
us submit ourselves wholly to His holy 
will and pleasure ; and thus by surren- 
dering, conquer, and by yielding, gain, 
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our will. Much more should we thus 
behave and quiet ourselves, as a child 
that is weaned of his mother, when we 
call to mind whence and why it is that 
change, and pain, and care, and woe, 
beset our chequered path. If we but 
realise what man has become, what our 
deserts, and what our circumstances ; 
will not our emotions be those of 
thankfulness, rather than of dissatis- 
faction, — our language that of praise, 
instead of that of complaint? 

II. Wherefore, then, doth a living 
man complain ? If the wages of sin is 
death, if our sins are more in number 
than the hairs of our heads, if, conse- 
quently, our desert is the death that 
never dies, — an immortality of death, 
anything short of hell, is mercy to us. 
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'' It is of the Lord's mercies that we are 
not consumed, because His compassions 
fail not." Ours is not yet the night 
without a star — the desert without a 
flower — the torment without a drop of 
water to cool the tongue — the world 
where hope never comes, that here 
comes to all. We are yet in the land 
where God waits to be gracious — ^where 
" mercy rejoiceth against judgment" — 
where the heavenly Dresser of the vine- 
yard pleads for the fruitless fig-tree: 
'' Let it alone this year also, till I shall 
dig about it, and dung it." Oh, repin- 
ing sufferer, "despisest thou the riches 
of His goodness, and forbearance, and 
long-suffering, not knowing that the 
goodness of God leadeth thee to re- 
pentance?" ''Account that the long- 
suffering of our Lord is salvation/'* 
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If Still unreconciled to thy forgiving 
Father, haste thee, slack not the time 
to arise and go to Him. " Bring forth 
fruits meet for repentance." Many a 
servant hath the Lord of the vineyard 
sent to thee that thou mightest give 
him of the fruit thereof, and thou hast 
sent him empty away. God forbid that 
it should be so with this messenger ; it 
may be the last. Sorrow, but let it be 
for thy sins. Complain, but let it be 
of thyself. " Humble thyself, there- 
fore, under the mighty hand of God, 
that He may exalt thee in due time." 
Pride, presumptuous pride, and self- 
ignorance, the mother of pride, these 
alone give birth to discontent. Why is 
the Almighty still striving with thee ? 
Why is He yet pleading with thee? 
Are not His corrections cords of a man, 
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and bands of love, to draw thee from 
destruction — angel visitants, such as# 
laid hold of the .hand of the lingering 
patriarch of old, to speed his flight 
from ruin ? Yield to their loving pres- 
sure ; kiss the kindly rod of chastise- 
ment ; seek the support and shelter of 
the cross. There thou mayest find 
''beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for 
mourning, and the garment of praise 
for the spirit of heaviness." " Escape 
for thy life!" The door of mercy is 
not shut. The throne of judgment has 
not displaced the throne of grace. The 
archway of atonement still spans the 
fathomless gulf which sin has made be- 
tween thee and God. Brood not over 
thy sorrows, but ponder on thy sins. 
Yet, dwell not upon them to feed de-- 
spair, but to foster hope^ Even as the 
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son of Jesse was led to cry out, "O 
Lord, pardon mine iniquity, for it is 
greaty However great thy guilt, is 
not thy Saviour greater? Scarlet as 
may be thy sins, is not His blood able 
to wash them white as snow? If the 
sword is half unsheathed to slay, is not 
the sceptre still stretched out, that thou 
mayest touch and live? For as that 
precious verse of the 103d Psalm, 
'' The Lord is slow to anger, and plen- 
teous in mercy," is rendered in the 
Manx version of the Psalms, — 

" His anger moves with halting gait, 
His mercy runs to save." 

HL Yet once more let us press home 
the searching appeal by another argu- 
ment, — '* Wherefore doth a living man 
complain, a man for the punishment of 
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his sins ? " The very existence of sor- 
row proves the existence of sin. Were 
there no transgression, there could be 
no retribution. The love, the truth, 
the justice of God forbid the thought. 
*' He doth not afflict willingly the chil- 
dren of men." Anger is His strange 
work, mercy His delight. Tribulation 
is the shadow of guilt. No sin, no 
sorrow. Why is heaven sorrowless, 
but because it is sinless? And Eden 
had no shadow, whilst Earth had no 
rebellion. Spotless creatures then, had 
trouble been possible, might have com- 
plained if affliction had befallen them. 
But for fallen man, who was shapen 
in iniquity, and conceived in sin, — 
" every imagination of the thoughts of 
whose heart is only evil continually,*' 
— ^whose unchanged mind is "enmity 
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against God ; " for him to struggle 
against the measured and mitigated 
inflictions of Divine judgment, is as 
unreasonable as it is presumptuous. 
Impatient sufferer, whosoever thou art, 
and whatsoever thou endurest, weigh 
thy demerits in one scale, and thy pun- 
ishments in the other, and will not the 
latter strike the beam ? Be it that thou 
art forgiven of God, — that there is no 
more condemnation for thee, — that thou 
art led by the Spirit of God, and there- 
fore proved to be a child of God, art 
thou, therefore, to claim exemption 
from the strokes of a Father's rod? 
Hast thou no need of correction ? Are 
thy provocations less heinous because 
they are those of a son ? Does God 
less hate thine iniquities because He 
loves thy soul? Listen to His own 
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« 

testimony to His own people, — "You 
only have I known of all the families 
of the earth, therefore will I punish 
you for all your iniquities." If, there- 
fore, "ye were without chastisement, 
whereof all are partakers, then were 
ye bastards and not sons." 

One clear sign of thine adoption 
were lacking to thee, hadst thou no 
stroke from thy Father's hand. 

" Others may escape the rod, 
Lost in sensual, vain delight ; 
But the tnie-bom child of God 
Must not, would not if he might" 

Far, therefore, from complaining of 
thy trials, fall down at the footstool 
of mercy and cry out, with the weep- 
ing prophet, '*0 Lord, correct me, 
but with judgment ; not in thine 
anger, lest thou bring me to nothing/' 
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And as for thee, impenitent and re- 
bellious sufferer, what shall be said 
unto thee? Does God deal unrighte- 
ously with thee? " Doest thou well 
to be angry?" Doest thou wisely to 
kick against the pricks? Bears thy 
punishment any proportion to thy 
sins? Nay rather, must thou not 
echo the language of one who, writh- 
ing in deepest agony, exclaimed, *' I 
endure more than I can express, but, 
thank God, this is not the worm that 
never dieth ; this is not the fire 
that never shall be quenched, and 
that is what I have deserved." Long 
has the axe been laid at thy root, 
thou fruitless fig-tree, and yet it still 
lingers, and instead of being cut 
down, and cast into the fire, thou art 
still dug about, and dunged, and 
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dressed; and shalt thou, canst thou, 
darest thou murmur? Lo, the Sa- 
viour still interposes for you, still 
holds back the thunderbolt of wrath, 
still holds out the sceptre of mercy. 
Escape for thy life, tarry not for a 
moment. Waste not the critical hour 
in sinful repining. **The night 
Cometh wherein no man can work." 
Arouse thyself, behind thee is de- 
struction, before thee is salvation. 
Repent, believe, and live. 




I Samuel iii. i8. 

"// is the Lord: let him do what seemeth him 
good." 



.i B 




I Samuel in. iS. 
*^It is the Lord : let him do what seemeth him good.'' 

pHE eye of love is very quick 
in discerning the form, and 
the ear of love in distinguish- 
ing the voice of the beloved one. So 
it was that, in the dimness of the dawn, 
on the shore of the sea of Galilee, 
the disciple whom Jesus loved im- 
mediately descried his Master, and 
said unto Peter, ** It is the Lord." 
Even so the hoary priest of Israel, 
whilst trembling at the heavy tidings 
which the prophet child was charged 
with from on high, at once perceived 
and owned the outstretched Hand 
about to smite him, and meekly 
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answered, *' It is the Lord : let him 
do what seemeth him good." 

How appropriate these words in 
this scene of sorrow, and how fraught 
with instruction for the child of woe! 
They present to us the afflicted child 
of God — 

In the first place, as recognising and 
realising the Hand that smites him. 

And hence, in the next place, as 
submitting himself wholly to that 
chastening Hand. 

To the Lord, the Comforter, let us 
look in this house of mourning, that 
He would bring home the truth in all 
its enlightening and soothing efficacy to 
our hearts and minds, for Jesus' sake. 

L " It is the Lord." How distinctly 
is this the voice of faith ; the voice of 
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her whose bright eye pierces through 
the thickest darkness, penetrates the 
complicated network of second causes, 
and descries the Hand that worketh 
all in all! Tribulation is styled the 
trial of our faith. And so it is em- 
phatically. If our grace be counterfeit, 
it will dissolve like tinsel in the fire ; 
but if genuine, even though alloyed, 
it will brighten in the furnace. Thus 
it was with Eli : his unfaithfulness 
had brought upon him his Father's 
displeasure ; yet, however frail, a true- 
born child of God, no sooner did the 
shadow of the bitter cup fall upon 
him than he discerned and owned 
the Hand that held it to his lips. 
What though the sword of Philistia 
was to cut off his sons, and the 
armies of the uncircumcised were to 
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take captive the ark of the covenant, 
— he thought not of these, he beheld 
only the outstretched arm of God; 
and might it not have been said to 
him even in his agony, as Jesus said 
in far other circumstances to Simon 
Peter, '' Flesh and blood hath not re- 
vealed it unto thee, but my Father 
which is in heaven." Unbelief does 
not penetrate beyond the instruments, 
the occasion, the circumstances of 
affliction — here she stops; and hence 
can flow no solace, and no blessings 
spring. Faith, mighty faith, despite 
of carnal reasoning, and in the face of 
seeming confusion, meekly bows her 
head and cries, '* It is the Lord." 
Thus Job, when calamities burst upon 
him, like peal upon peal of thunder — 
the Sabeans ravaging his cattle, the 
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fire of heaven consuming his flocks, 
the Chaldeans spoiling his camels, the 
stormy wind smiting his sons and 
daughters, — still, strong in faith, ex* 
claimed, "The Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away." He saw no 
hand but one; one Agent only stood 
revealed to him. In the same spirit, 
David styled the ungodly the sword 
of God. In like manner, when 
Shimei poured curses on his head 
in the day of his desolation, and he 
was urged to smite the blasphemer 
to the dust, he meekly answered, 
" Let him alone, and let him curse, 
for the Lord hath bidden him." In 
the same spirit of faith, Joseph, when 
he would abate the remorse of his 
brethren on account of their treachery 
towards him, told them that they had 



24 SERMONS FOR THE 

sold him, but God'hsA sent him into 
Egypt. 

It is only when the sufferer thus 
hears the rod, and who hath appointed 
it, that he can see purpose in its 
strokes, find solace under its smart, 
or gather blessings from its correction. 
So long as he perplexes himself about 
visible circumstances, chafes against 
secondary causes, and harasses himself 
with bootless regrets, no light will 
arise to him in the darkness, no oil 
be shed upon the troubled waters. 
As a preliminary to all peace, as well 
as profit, the troubled mariners must 
distinguish amid the uproar of the 
winds and waves the voice of Jesus, 
saying, '* Be not afraid, it is I." When 
He is discovered, and welcomed into 
the bark, then there is a great calm. 
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Strange, that His afflicted followers, 
who admit that the very hairs of their 
heads are all numbered, should so 
often speak and mourn as though their 
" way were hid from the Lord, and 
their judgment passed over from their 
God ; *' as though He had resigned 
His sovereignty, and left them to be 
the sport of fortune or the victims 
of destiny, chance, or accident. These 
are not the words of Scripture, nor 
ought they to have a place in the be- 
liever's vocabulary. How can there 
be casualty where all is ordered .> 
How can there be mistake when all 
is ordered by unerring wisdom ? *' We 
know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them 
that are the called according to his pur- 
pose." But if one link were to slip 
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from His hand, must not the whole 
chain be broken? As He strikes no 
random blow, so He allows no random 
blow to be struck. Whilst allowing 
to subordinate agencies, and to the 
actings of cause and effect, a freedom 
seemingly uncontrolled. He yet con- 
strains them all into perfect subservi- 
ency to the counsel of His will. His 
voice, therefore, to thee, distracted 
mourner, is, '* Be still, and know that 
I am God." "What I do, thou 
knowest not now, but thou shalt know 
hereafter." *' I have lived," said one of 
the holiest of His servants, " to see that 
the passage in my life which I once 
looked upon as the strangest, the 
blackest, and the bitterest, was in 
reality the wisest, the most gracious, 
and the best." Look then, weeping 
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child of God, look through and above 
the mists and shades that surround 
thee, and behold thy Father's sovereign 
hand, and say, with holy resoluteness 
of faith, '' It is the Lord." 

IL Hence, and in the next place, 
how beautifully and befittingly it fol- 
lows, that the suffering saint should 
add, "Let Him do what seemeth 
Him good!" So long as circum- 
stances, instruments, casualties, alone 
were recognised, it could not be but 
that he would chafe and struggle ; but 
once let the Almighty stand dis- 
closed, and what alternative remains 
but unconditional surrender, and un- 
reserved submission? "Let the pot- 
sherd strive with the potsherds of 
the earth, but woe unto him that 
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striveth with his Maker.*' " Humble 
yourselves, therefore, under the mighty 
hand of God." Shall a worm of the 
dust lift itself up against the Ruler 
of the universe, or the insect of a 
day rush on the bosses of the buckler 
of the Almighty? Shall he not rather 
say, with the royal mourner, "I be- 
came dumb, I opened not my mouth, 
because Thou didst it?" or shall he 
not do as Aaron did, of whom we 
read, that when both his sons were 
stricken down by the hand of the 
Lord in the very act of their trans- 
gression, "Aaron held his peace?" 
How meet, how comely, how eloquent, 
such silence at the feet of the Al- 
mighty! Murmuring would be pro- 
faneness, resistance madness. Hath 
He not a right to do what He will 
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with His own? ''Shall we receive 
good at the Lord's hand, and shall we 
not receive evil?" How much more 
when the evil is but seeming, and de- 
signed to give birth to greater good I 

" The very hand that strikes the blow 
Was wounded once for us.** 

Here, after all, is the chief spring 
of child-like acquiescence, so different 
from the sullen submission which 
emanates from conscious impotency. 
The latter breathes the spirit of bon- 
dage, the former the spirit of adop- 
tion — the one is of necessity, the other 
of loving choice. In this spirit the 
sorrowing saint will say, '* It is my 
Father, can I dread Him? It is my 
Father, dare I distrust Him?'' If He 
hath said unto me, '' I have loved thee 
with an everlasting love;" if He has 
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told me, "Whom I love I rebuke and 
chasten ; " if, therefore, His rebukes and 
chastenings are special tokens of His 
love, what can I do but say with my 
Redeemer, ''The cup which my Father 
hath given me, shall I not drink it?" 
''Father, not my will but thine be 
done." This conformity to Jesus is 
the very purpose of the furnace; we 
are made to know the fellowship of 
His sufferings, that we may know 
the fellowship of His Spirit. The 
wax is softened in the flame, in order 
that it may receive the impression of 
His image, as stamped by His word 
wielded in the hand of the Comforter. 

If "He learned obedience by the 
things that He suffered," shall not 
we learn the same blessed lesson in 
the same effectual school? If we 
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were "without chastisement, whereof 
all are partakers, then were we bas- 
tards and not sons." 

" Others may escape the rod, 
Lost in sensual vain delight ; 
But the true-bom child of God 
Must not, would not if he might" 

No sooner is the loved Hand which 
holds tl;ie rod thus clearly seen than 
the bitterness, though not the smart, 
of its correction, has passed away. 
It is sweet to feel our Father near, 
even though near to chasten. 

Nor is it only that the chastening 
hand is the hand of love, — ^unerring 
wisdom guides that loving hand* Hu- 
man affection, however deep, is often 
undisceming. Hence Holy Scripture 
says of the fathers of our flesh, " They 
chastened us after their own pleasure;" 
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but of the '' Father of spirits," that He 
does it ''for. our profit, that we may 
be partakers of his holiness." 

His end is always perfect; the 
means which He employs for the ac- 
complishment of that end are always 
the best; — not that they always seem 
so now, or that we can fathom them. 
"As the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are my ways higher 
than your ways, and my thoughts 
than your thoughts, saith the Lord." 
''What I do," said Jesus to Simon 
Peter, "thou knowest not now, but 
thou shalt know hereafter." " I know 
their sorrows," said Jehovah of the 
Israelites, under the bondage of 
Egypt. "He knoweth the way that 
I take; when He hath tried me I 
shall come forth as gold," said Job, 
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after groping in thick darkness and 
finding no light. Yes, though ''there 
is no searching of His understanding." 
''He fainteth not, neither is weary." 
"He that keepeth Israel neither 
slumbereth nor sleepeth." Here is 
a star amid the darkest night, a 
rock amid the deepest waters. This 
fully realised, the bark which was 
the sport of the waves finds its moor- 
ings on the Rock of Ages. How 
rich the relief when the wearied soul 
can rest in the Lord, and the bur- 
dened spirit roll off its load into the 
everlasting arms of Infinite Wisdom 
and Love I 

Look, then, suffering saint, look, 
whatever distress betides thee, look 
at once and only to the hand of God. 

However sudden, however stunning, 

c 
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however inexplicable the blow, silence 
every mistrust, and calm every appre- 
hension by the one thought, "It is 
the Lord." Satan will strive to dis- 
tract thee, thine own deceitful heart 
to divert thy gaze, but fix thine eye 
ever more and more steadfastly on thy 
Father's hand. 

Is it thy Father's hand? then 
hearken unto the voice that speaketh 
unto thee as unto a child. *' My son, 
despise not thou the chastening of 
the Lord." He has a purpose in the 
visitation; see that it be not frus- 
trated. He has lessons to teach thee ; 
see that they be not unheeded. He 
has blessings to impart to thee ; see 
that they be not lost. 

Is it thy Father's hand? then wilt 
thou not trust it even though it smites ? 



V 
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wilt thou not bless it even though it 
takes away? Resolve all thy fears, 
all thy wishes, all thy hopes, into this 
one desire, '* Let Him do what seemeth 
Him good." 




MiCAH VI. g. 
^^ Hear ye the rod^ and who hath appointed tt'^ 




MiCAH VI. 9. 

" Hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed it" 

HE first impulse of nature when 
trial comes is, How shall I 
escape from this trouble? The 
first impulse of grace is, How shall I 
learn from it the lessons it is intended 
to teach me? The faithful sufferer 
will be more bent upon sowing in 
tears, than on having his tears wiped 
away. He knows that God ''doth not 
afflict willingly the children of men ; " 
consequently, that He must have a 
purpose when He afflicts, and, there- 
fore, his heart will be set upon secur- 
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ing the fulfilment of that purpose. 
Whatever the nature of his affliction, 
he knows who has appointed the rod ; 
he says with Eli, '' It is the Lord," 
and adds with Samuel, ''Speak, Lord, 
for thy servant heareth." 
L The rod has a voice. 
IL That voice ought to be heard. 

in. What the voice saith. 

These are the thoughts which the 
brief but pregnant admonition, which 
God addresses to us in our affliction 
by the mouth of His servant Micah, 
suggests. We lift up our hearts to 
the Spirit of Truth, that He will 
vouchsafe to open our ears to hear, 
and our hearts to receive, the teach- 
ings of our Father's rod. 

L Who can doubt that as the rod 
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has a purpose, so the rod must have 
a voice? How else could the mes- 
senger of Heaven fulfil its errand 
by communicating its message? As 
surely as the carrier-pigeon bears 
some note beneath its wing, so surely 
does each trial convey some secret 
communication from above. To find 
out and decipher the writing should 
be the sufferer's special desire. For 
suffering, bereavement, and sorrow are 
not beneficial in themselves, — ^ they 
must teach in order to humble, and 
discipline in order to teach,- — they 
must be understood. For a season, 

indeed, they may keep silence, but then 

• 
their very silence is most expressive, 

—it says, in the words of our pro- 
phet, **The vision is yet for an ap- 
pointed time, but at the end it shall 
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speak, and not lie ; though it tarry, 
wait for it," — or, in the words of an- 
other prophet, *'Who is among you 
that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth 
the voice of his servant, that walketh 
in darkness and hath no light; let 
him trust in the name of the Lord, 
and stay upon his God." If we thus 
learn to "wait," to "sit still," to 
" keep silence," it is a blessed lesson. 
Ultimately, however, affliction will 
never be persistently dumb, save when 
the afflicted are persistently deaf. Of 
such it holds true, " Having ears they 
hear not, neither do they understand," 
-^"Lord, when thy hand is lifted Up, 
they will not see." No marvel that 
to these the rod divulges ho message. 
No marvel that to them it seems 
harsh and stern. Even David tells 
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US, ''While I kept silence," — not in 
silent submission, but in sullen stub- 
bornness, — '* my bones waxed old 
through my roaring all the day 
long, for day and night Thy hand 
was heavy upon me. My moisture is 
turned into the drought of summer." 
In such cases the language of God 
is, '*I will go and return to my place, 
until they acknowledge their offence, 
and seek my face ; in their affliction 
they will seek me early." We must 
court, in order that we may hear, the 
voice of the rod. ''He," therefore, 
" that hath ears to hear, let him 
h^ar." "Is any afflicted among you, 
let him pray." And primarily and 
specially let him pray with the pen- 
itent Saul, " Lord, what wilt Thou 
have me to do?" — or with patient 
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Job, **Show me wherefore Thou cou- 
tendest with me." 

11. Since the rod has a voice, that 
voice ought to be heard. For the 
voice of the rod is the echo of the 
voice of God. He, therefore, that 
slights it, slights Him who appointed 
it, and has forgotten the exhortation 
that speaketh unto him as unto a 
child, " My son, despise not thou 
the chastening of the Lord." Were 
it not high presumption in a subject 
to set at naught and shut his ear 
against the voice of his rightful sove- 
reign? How much greater, then, the 
presumption of him who disregards 
the voice of the King of kings I Nor 
does it much extenuate his contumacy 
that it is through an ambassador he 
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is addressed. Neither is the ingrati- 
tude of such conduct less than its 
disloyalty. For He that speaks is 
our Father, — Saviour, — God. Loving 
is His tone, even when He warns ; 
tender, even when He chides. Well 
may He demand of His unnatural 
child, " If I be a Father, where is 
my honour ? " — or complain, as He 
did of Israel of old, ''The ox knoweth 
his owner, and the ass his master's 
crib ; but Israel doth not know, my 
people doth not consider." And what 
can be more unwise than to turn a 
deaf ear to the rod ? It has heavenly 
secrets to impart, — precious lessons 
to inculcate. Instrumentally, there 
is no teacher like affliction. David 
knew it when he exclaimed, ■ ' Blessed 
is the man whom thou chastenest, O 
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Lord, and teachest him out of thy 
law." He felt this when he wrote, 
" I know, O Lord, that thy judg- 
ments are right, and that thou in 
very faithfulness hast afflicted me " — 
'* Before I was afflicted I went astray, 
but now have I kept Thy word." A 
servant of God sometimes learns more 
during a few days in the house of 
mourning, than he would have learnt 
in many years in the house of feast- 
ing. In some sense it may be said 
of that house, as the psalmist said of 
the house of God, "A day in Thy 
courts is better than a thousand." 
Sad, therefore, is the loss when the 
mourner^ through indifference or in- 
docility, obdurateness or despondency, 
fails to listen, and as a consequence 
fails to learn. He loses a golden op- 
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portunity. He sends back a servant 
of the Lord of the vineyard empty- 
handed to his Master. 

Measured even by the standard of 
time, such conduct is most mistaken ; 
for were the first blow to avail, a 
second might not fall Were the 
gentler stroke to suffice, a heavier 
would not be needed. But though 
God is *' slow to anger," and " does 
not afflict willingly the children ol 
men," yet if milder medicines prove 
ineffectual, He has pungent caustics 
in reserve; if blunter shafts fail to 
pierce, He has sharper arrows in His 
quiver. And in very faithfulness He 
will employ them. Better, incom- 
parably better, that He should do so, 
rather than say, *? Ephraim is joined 
to idols, let him alone." Have we 
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not often seen stroke succeeding stroke 
with augmenting severity? And. has 
it not been clear that the Lord is 
determined to compel His intractable 
child to hearken to the voice of the 
rod? ''Go," said Jesus, to the man 
he had healed, ''and sin no more, lest 
a worse thing come unto thee." 

Besides, how much it soothes our 
sorrows to ascertain their drift and 
design I When that is discovered, 
agony and suspense are allayed. We 
can fall in with the purpose of the 
Lord. We can anticipate the peace- 
able fruit of righteousness which our 
tribulation will yield. In bodily ail- 
ments nothing tends more to exas- 
perate our distress than utter uncer- 
tainty about the nature and causes of 
our malady. We feel that we are 
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groping in the dark, and that the treat- 
ment of our disease must be at ran- 
dom. Great, therefore, the relief when 
our doubts are solved, and we know 
whence and what our complaint. But 
greater far the relief which the mourner 
in Zion feels when he can understand 
the rod, and read the message that it 
brings. Then there arises a light in 
the darkness. Then he perceives what 
his Saviour means. 

III. Not seldom, however, it is hard 
to distinguish, and still harder to in- 
terpret, the accents of the rod. Yet it 
deeply concerns us not to misconstrue 
them. Better almost not to hear, 
than hearing to misunderstand them. 
Here, therefore, much caution, wis- 
dom, and prayer, is needed. Our eye 

D 
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must be single, our reliance on the 
Spirit's teaching simple. We must 
ask, ''What says the rod?'' with an 
impartial desire to know, in order that 
we may obey. 

The character of the chastisement 
frequently indicates the fault reproved. 
Our ''own backslidings correct us." 
Our visitation is the shadow of our 
sin. Had the prophet announced to 
Eli what his impending calamity de- 
noted, could he have doubted its im- 
port, when it fell like a thunderbolt 
upon him.> When Jacob in his old 
age was cruelly deceived by his sons, 
could he fail to see reflected in that 
correction, as in a mirror, how he 
had imposed upon his aged father? 
We know that his sons read their 
crime in their punishment, when they 
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said one to another, " We are verily 
guilty concerning our brother, in that 
we saw the anguish of his soul, when 
he besought us, and we would not 
hear, therefore is this distress come 
upon us." Must not the sword which 
clave to David's house to the end of 
his days, have continually flashed upon 
his conscience as the ghost of the 
sword of the children of Ammon, by 
which he had slain Uriah? Did not 
the thrice-reiterated question of Jesus 
to Simon Peter sound in his ears as 
the echo to his thrice-reiterated denial 
of his Lord ? Nor is it otherwise in 
God's dealings with His erring children 
now. He still graciously bids the rod 
indicate to them for what He chides, 
and of what He would have them 
repent In what faithfulness and love 
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does He often, when He sees they will 
not cut off the offending right hand, 
or pluck out the offending right eye, 
perform the painful but indispensable 
operation for them ! Happy are they 
if even then, at length, they learn how 
essential it was, and bless the faithful 
Physician's hand which amputated the 
limb to save the life. 

Sometimes the rod, like the law, pro^ 
vokes into activity some latent sin, and 
by evoking it discovers it to the 
sufferer. Self-knowledge is the teach- 
ing of the rod in such a case, and next 
to, and in close relation with, the know- 
ledge of God in Christ is that vital 
knowledge. We have a striking illus- 
tration in the history of Job ; '^ perfect 
man " as he was, it is clear that a 
Jeayen of self-righteousness lurked in 
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his heart. The pressure of his calami- 
ties, aggravated by the bitter accusings 
of his misjudging friends, brought it 
out into exercise- Nor did the Lord 
turn again his captivity until He had 
crushed the self-justifying spirit of His 
servant, and constrained him to cry 
out, " I have heard of Thee with th6 
hearing of the ear, but now mine eye 
seeth Thee, wherefore I abhor myself, 
and repent in dust and ashes.*' 

We must not, however, suppose that 
the language of affliction is always the 
language of reproof. So far from it, 
that not unfrequently it is rather the 
language of approval. " Every branch 
in me that beareth fruit," says Jesus, 
"He purgeth it, that it may bring forth 
more fruit.*' Increased fruit, the re^ 
ward of fruitfulness ; and increased 
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fruitfulness, the effect of the praning* 
knife. Surely in such trials the Lx)rd 
says, " Fear not," — believe only. " I 
have chosen thee in the furnace of 
affliction.'* '* Fear thou not ; for I am 
with thee : be not dismayed ; for I am 
thy God. I will strengthen thee : yea, 
I will help thee : yea, I will uphold 
thee with the right hand of my right- 
eousness.'* 

For the special manifestation of His 
glory, God many times leads His most 
cherished children through deep waters 
and scorching fires- Where He gives 
great grace, He will prove it ; great 
faith, He will exercise it; great patience, 
He will let it have its perfect work. 
Then the word of the rod is, "This sick- 
ness is not unto death, but for the glory 
of God, that the Son of God might be 
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glorified thereby." ''Said I not unto 

thee, that if thou wouldest believe, thou 

shouldest see the glory of God? " " Call 

upon me in the day of trouble ; I will 

deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify 

me." *' For a season, if need be, ye 

are in heaviness through manifold 

temptations, that the trial of your faith 

being much more precious than of gold 

that perisheth, though it be tried with 

re, might be found unto praise and 

honour and glory at the appearing of 

Jesus Christ." Blessed is the mourner 

who can echo back, " Father, glorify 

thy name." "Most gladly, therefore, 

will I father glory in my infirmities, 

that the power of Christ may rest upon 

me. 

Suffer, then, the word of exhortation, 
afflicted believer. God is speaking to 



\ 
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you. Take heed th^t you be not in- 
attentive to His voice. Say with the 
psalmist, " I will hear what God the 
Lord will speak;" or with the prophet, 
" I will stand upon my watch-tower, 
and set me upon the tower, arid I will 
watch to see what He will say unto 
me, and what I shall answer when I am 
reproved," Wait till you can catch 
His accents. Yea, plead with Him 
as David did, " Be not silent unto me, 

God ; lest if thou be silent unto me^ 

1 become like them that go down unto 
the pit." *' Tarry," then, " the Lord's 
leisure." *' Walt, I say, on the Lord." 
" He that believeth shall not make 
haste." ** Be still,'V that you may 
perceive "the still small voice " of 
Jesiis. Amid the tumult of passion 
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and the paroxysms of unbridled grief, 
it will be inaudible. *' In your patience 
possess ye your souls." Martha rushed 
to meet the Master with headlong im- 
petuosity, **but Mary sat still in the 
house.*' Silence is often more patheti- 
cally suppliant than the loudest outcry 
of agony, — "groanings which cannot 
be uttered," are the mightiest voices 
of prayer. And when you have ascer- 
tained the errand of the rod, be very 
jealous lest it should fail ; be very 
zealous to secure its accomplishment ; 
say to your trouble, as Jacob said to 
the mysterious visitant with whom he 
wrestled all the night, '* I will not let 
thee go, except thou bless me." Look 
to the Saviour to sustain thee, to the 
Comforter to purify thee in the furnace ; 
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and be assured that thy '' light affliction, 
which is but for a moment, worketh 
for thee a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory." 




Psalm xHi. ii. 

Why aft thou cast down, O my soult and why 
aft thou disquieted within met hope thou in 
Cod; for I shall yet praise him, who is tlu 
health of my countenafice, and my God^ 




Psalm xlii. ii. 

"Why art thou cast down, O my souH and why art 
thou disquieted within mel hope thou in God; 
for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my 
countenance, and my God." 

EXT to communion with God, 
communion with our own 
spirits is good for us. In- 
deed, we cannot commune intimately 
with Him, but we must at the same 
time have intercourse with ourselves, 
It is in seasons of deep sorrow, when 
we "sit alone and keep silence," shrink- 
ing even from the converse of a friend, 
that we are specially disposed, or we 
are specially invited, to retire into our 
own breasts and "commune with our 
own hearts, and be still." The loving 
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counsel of our Lord to His afflicted 
ones is, *' In the day of adversity con- 
sider." Succour and solace are often 
thus realised, oil is poured upon the 
troubled waters, and they are quieted 
into peace. So it was that " the sweet 
psalmist," in the day of his discon- 
solateness, took his troubled soul to 
task, reasoned with it, and strove to 
dispel its fears. To you, therefore, 
dear brethren, in this season of tribu- 
lation, his self-addressed words are 
peculiarly appropriate — they are fitted 
alike to soothe and to admonish you. 

The Lord the Spirit make them 
effectual for both purposes to you! 

The passage before us comprehends 
words of self-expostulation on the one 
hand, and words of self-admonition on 
the other. 
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L The soul of the royal monarch was 
cast down and disquieted within him. 
"^ No marvel, — ^^without were fightings, 
within were fears. A fugitive from 
his home, an exile from the ordinances* 
of his God, his adversaries exulting 
over him, and his Father's face hidden 
from him, it is not wonderful that his 
spirit was like the troubled sea, and 
that he cried out, *' Deep calleth unto 
deep at the noise of thy waterspouts ; 
all thy waves and thy billows are gone 
over me/' " Beloved, think it not 
strange concerning the fiery trial that 
is to try you, as though some strange 
thing happened unto you.'* 

You tread the same path the chosen 
have trodden : you drink the same cup 
the holiest have drained. If the Master 
was a "Man of sorrov/s/' shall the 
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disciple shrink from His footsteps ? 
If He through much tribulation opened 
the kingdom of heaven to all believers, 
shall they refuse to be baptized with 
His baptism? Still their aim, their 
effort must be to *' behave and quiet 
their soul as a child that is weaned of 
his mother." They may feel, but they 
musi not faint : they may be cast 
down, but they must not be destroyed. 
" Let not your Aeart be troubled," 
said Jesus to His depressed apostles. 
The outward man may decay, but let 
not the inward man droop. There is 
the danger. Some old divine says, *' It 
is not the ship being in the water, 
but the water getting into the ship 
that imperils her." When, therefore, 
the spirit begins to sink, it is good 
to call it to account, and expostulate 
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with it, "Why art thou cast down, 
O my soul, and why art thou dis- 
quieted within me ? " Doest thou well 
to be sad ? " Hath God forgotten to be 
gracious?" Has the sun ceased to 
shine because the clouds have inter- 
vened? Does not Jesus walk upon 
the waves, however tempestuous they 
may be ? Does He not hold thee with 
the right hand of righteousness, though 
thou canst not discern Him? His 
providence may frown, but does not 
His promise smile? Is not His grace 
sufficient for thee ? will not His strength 
be made perfect in thy weakness? 
Will He not proportion thy strength 
to thy day ? Canst thou not catch the 
accents of His voice, whispering amid 
the darkness and the surges, "It is I, 
be not afraid?" Yes, but peradven- 
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ture thy soul makes answer, " I have 
displeased my God, therefore am I 
disquieted ; I dread His wrath, there- 
fore am I cast down." Be it so, yet 
still in thy soliloquy reply. It is "in 
very faithfulness " He causeth me to 
be afflicted. His stripes are the tokens 
of His love, even though they may be 
of His wounded love. So said He to 
the lukewarm Laodiceans, whilst re- 
proving them sharply, *' As many as I 
love, I rebuke and chasten." Had He 
cast me off, had He turned His face away 
from me, His language would have 
been, " He is joined to idols, let him 
alone." He will not let me alone, be- 
cause He does not forsake me. He 
sends His trials after His erring ser- 
vants, as the faithful shepherd sends 
his dog after his straying sheep, not to 
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rend but to restore, not to scare but to 
bring back the fugitive. 

Blessed therefore be the hand that 
arrests in order to rescue, and wounds 
in order to save. Welcome be its 
blows, and solacing its chidings ! 

" Others may escape the rod, 
Lost in sensual vain delight ; 
But the true-bom child of God 
Must not, would not if he might" 

II. Self-expostulation ought to be 
followed up by self-exhortation. It is 
not enough that we should remonstrate 
with our soul, when it is being misled ; 
we must also guide and persuade it, 
divert it from the wrong path by win- 
ning it to the right. The antidote to 
despondency is faith — faith in God. 
The way, therefore, to rally the faint- 
ing spirit is not so much by represent- 
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ing its fears to be exaggerated, or its 
griefs groundless, as by leading it to 
the Rock that is higher than it, and 
striving to fasten it there. Distrust 
gives birth to disquietude ; to still the 
latter, we must dislodge the former. 
**Hope thou in God," is therefore the 
charge the sinking soul requires. 
Rivet thine eye upon Him, and no- 
thing shall be able to perturb thee. 
Whilst Peter fixed his look on Him 
who bade him come down on the 
billows, he walked the waters in safety, 
but no sooner did he see " the wind 
boisterous," than '* he began to sink," 
and Jesus said unto him, " O thou of 
little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt ?*' 
Had he not doubted he would not have 
sunk. " Return then unto thy rest, O 
my soul" 
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The dove of Noah found no rest 
for the sole of her foot, till, weary of 
skimming the surface of the weltering 
flood, she sought the sheltering ark 
again. The disturbed needle will 
tremble till it again points to the pole. 
Hope thou in God. He changes not 
With Him " is no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning." " Is anything too 
hard for the Lord?" Against hope 
believe in hope. Say with Job, 
'* Though He slay me, yet will I trust in 
Him." Cling for thy life to that pre- 
cious promise of the Good Shepherd, 
''I give my sheep eternal life, and they 
shall never perish, neither shall any 
(not man as our version has it, but any 
being or power) pluck theni out of my 
hand" 
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" The soul that on Jesus has lean'd for repose, 
Oh ! say, can it ever desert to His foes 1 
That soul, though all hell should strive for to shake, 
He '11 never, no never, no never forsake." 

Then, tarry thou the Lord's leisure. 
'* His going forth is prepared as the 
morning." It may linger, but it cannot 
fail. Does the shipwrecked mariner 
abandon his expectation of the dawn, 
however clouds and storms may delay 
its chariot wheels? And shall God 
be faijhful in nature, and unfaithful in 
grace? Shall His covenant of day 
and night stand, and His covenant of 
salvation be broken? "Heaviness 
may endure for a night, but joy cometh 
in the morning." Say, therefore, in 
the confidence of faith, ''I shall yet 
praise Him." *' He cannot deny Him- 
self." " He will give me beauty for 
ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and 
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the garment of praise for the spirit of 
heaviness/' He pounds the incense in 
the mortar of tribulation to make it 
ready for the sacrifice of thanksgiving. 
The moulting bird will by and by be 
plumed anew, and soar and sing the 
more exultingly; so in due time He 
will cause His face to shine upon me. 
I shall mount up on wings as an 
eagle, and He will " put a new song in 
my mouth, even praise unto our God." 
Then shall my countenance be down- 
cast no longer, it shall reflect the light 
divine ; " in His light shall I see light ;" 
as the cloud which was cold and dark 
so long as the sun withheld his shining, 
kindles into lustre when suffused with 
his radiance again. Yea, and mean- 
while '' He giveth songs in the night 
season." There are birds which anti- 
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cipate the dawn, and sing because it is 
nigh. Shall I not then say with the 
psalmist, " I will bless the Lord at all 
times ; His praise shall continually be 
in my mouth?" The rather because 
He is " my God." Mine of His own 
*' good pleasure,'' mine in the covenant 
of His love, mine in the deepest dark- 
ness as well as in the brightest day. 
*'My God, my God," exclaimed the 
Saviour in His hour of utter deser- 
tion and agony. And may not I still 
call Him my Father-^-mine because 
Christ's, mine in Him ? For He said, 
" I ascend to my Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God." 
Can He then forget His child ? Will 
He cast off for ever? No, He '' waiteth 
to be gracious." He delighteth in 
mercy. He shall come unto me "as 
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the rain, as the latter and the former 
rain unto the earth." 

Arise then, ye children of sorrow, 
and shake yourselves from the dust. 
*' Why are ye so fearful? How is it 
that ye have no faith ? " However the 
winds may rage, the waves may swell, 
Jesus is still in the ship. He may 
seem to sleep, yet He that keepeth you 
neither slumbereth nor sleepeth. '' Call 
upon me in the day of trouble," He 
hath said, and '' I will deliver thee, and 
thou shalt glorify Me." He needs only 
to say to the winds and the sea, ** Peace, 
be still," and there shall be a great 
calm. Beware of unbelief. It is the 
leak in the vessel which lets in the 
water, and will, if unstopped, sink the 
ship altogether. Like the father of the 
faithful, be '' strong in faith, giving 
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glory to God." Against hope believe 
in hope. However the providence of 
God may seem to contradict the pro- 
mise of God, cling to the latter in the 
face of the former, assured that though 
it may appear to tarry, at the last it 
will come, and will not tarry. No 
doubt the powers of darkness will 
strive to shake your confidence, but 
exclaim with the prophet, '' Rejoice not 
against me, O mine enemy ; when I fall, 
I shall arise ; when I sit in darkness, 
the Lord shall be a light unto me.*' 
Yea, in the greatest extremity, cry out 
with the agonised father, " Lord, I be- 
lieve ; help Thou mine unbelief." 



Hebrews ii. i8. 

"/« that He himself hath suffered^ being tempted, He 
is able to succour them that are tempted^ 




Hebrews ii. i8. 

" In that He himself hath suffered, being tempted, He is 
able to succour them that are tempted." 

ORROW yearns for sympathy. 
The weakest crave it most, 
and even the strongest cannot 
always suppress the craving. Grief 
unshared is unalleviated. Isolated 
anguish corrodes the heart. Yet such 
is the selfishness of our nature, that 
sympathy is not abundant in the world, 
and, consequently, multitudes must 
pine for it in vain. No look of tender- 
ness, no tear of pity, no word of solace 
falls on their bruised spirit, like dew- 
drops on a drooping flower. Indeed, 
very many can scarcely sympathise 
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with distress, for they have never felt 
its pang. And even where sympathy 
is enjoyed, it ofttimes cannot meet the 
special case, or reach those wounds 
which are the sorest, because they are 
the innermost. How rich, then, in 
fathomless consolation the truth that 
there is a Friend, ** the Friend of 
sinners,'' to whom all mourners may 
have access, in whom all may find 
fellow feeling; who knows all their 
sorrows, and can be *' touched with the 
feeling of" all their '' infirmities ! " 

Such is the precious truth expressed 
in the verse before us, a verse which 
tells us — 

I. That Christ was tempted. 

11. That He hath suffered, being 
tempted. 

HI. That in that He hath suffered, 
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being tempted, He is able to succour 
them that are tempted. 

Oh that the Spirit of Jesus may press 
from this branch of the tree of life, 
celestial balm into the wounds of some 
tried believer's bleeding breast 1 

I. Christ was tempted, yea, tempted 
in all points, like as we are. The 
expression startles man. They are 
wont to associate the idea of some- 
thing of imperfection, if not of cor- 
ruption, with the word temptation. 
Whatl Emmanuel, God incarnate, 
tempted like as we are ? Was it pos- 
sible? How could it be? The per- 
plexity they feel springs from mis- 
conception. The primitive meaning 
of temptation is trial. To tempt a 
man is to test him, to put him to 
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the proof. Whatever, therefore, serves 
as an occasion to a man to show what 
manner of spirit he is of, whether he 
will withstand or yield to evil, is a 
temptation. But it is clear that it is 
not wrong for a man to be thus put 
to the test, nay, it is inevitable in a 
world like ours. Nor is it less clear 
that He may be tempted without spot 
of sin, nay, may even manifest the 
more His virtue, and His hatred of 
sin. The furnace, instead of tarnish- 
ing or consuming, may only serve to 
display the purity of the ore. Here, 
then, we have the key to the tempta- 
tions of Christ. He was perfect man 
as well as perfect God. *' Of a reason- 
able soul and human flesh subsisting. 
Equal to the Father, as touching His 
Godhead, inferior to the Father as 
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touching His manhood/' Therefore all 
the feelings, affections, passions of man 
were His in their fulness, Nor did 
their union with Deity, in one person, 
hinder or restrain their exercise. So 
that He could be, and He was ''temp- 
ted in all points like as we are, yet 
without sin." The diversity and in- 
tensity of temptation which He under- 
went is marvellous. Hardly can we 
find ourselves in any circumstances, of 
trial, whethier of mind, body, or estate, 
where He has not been before us. In 
weakness and weariness, in hunger and 
thirst, in watchings often, in torture 
and agony; assailed by. foes^ betrayed 
by friends, beset by the world, op-' 
pressed with poverty, buffeted with 
persecution, laden with contumely, in- 
sult, and slander, harassed with all 
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the fiery darts of the wicked one, over- 
whelmed with spiritual perturbation 
and conflict, pierced by the unkindness 
and obduracy of men, and crushed 
beneath the sense of God's detestation 
of sin, — ^who was ever tempted as He 
was? whose path was ever chequered 
as His was chequered ? Say not then, 
afflicted saint, " None can realise my 
circumstances, none was ever tried as 
I am tried ? " Look at Jesus, and be 
silent. Look at Jesus, and be solaced, 

n. But not only was He tempted — 
still mightier mystery! — He suffered 
being tempted. His was no shadow of 
humanity. His was no semblance of 
temptation. It was not in vision or 
as a phantom. He underwent all the 
varieties and vicissitudes of mortal ill, 
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and toil, and woe. He not merely 
lacked the bread that perisheth, He 
felt the keenest pangs of hunger. He 
not only was ofttimes worn and weary, 
but He knew the weight and oppres- 
sion of exhaustion and faintness. Far 
from being less susceptible than ordi- 
nary men, He must have been more 
keenly alive than others to all the sen- 
sations of distress, and all the springs 
of inquietude. The man of coarser 
mould, whose sensibilities are obtuse, 
whose nerves are made of steel, can 
pass unmoved through what would 
agonise a man more finely strung. 
But it is sin which has blunted our 
sensations and made our feelings less 
refined. What, then, must have been 
the sensitiveness of Him who took 
upon Him oni: nature, piire and per- 
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feet, without aught to indurate the 
body, or abate the spirit's edge ? Well 
might He be emphatically ^' a Man of 
sorrows, and acquainted with grief." 
Ills unfelt by others would be ''as 
a sword in His bones." His course 
through the thorns and briars of the 
wilderness must have constantly 
pierced and lacerated Him. Mysteri- 
ous glimpses into the depths of His 
shrouded experience, are given to us 
occasionally in the records of His 
life. Thus it is written, *' He groaned 
in spirit, and was troubled," "Jesus 
wept." He looked round upon them 
with indignation, being ^^ grieved for 
the hardness of theit heart." He cried 
out to His unbelieving disciples, •' O 
faithless and perverse generation, how 
long shall I be with you, how long 
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shall I suffer you." Amid the raging 
of the storm, and roaring of the sea, 
He slept in very weariness of the 
flesh. As the hour of darkness 
gloomed upon Him *'He was very 
heavy and sore amazed." " My soul," 
said He, ''is exceeding sorrowful, even 
unto death." " Being in an agony He 
prayed the more earnestly." So in- 
comprehensible was His anguish that 
He prayed, "O my Father, if it be 
possible let this cup pass from me." 
" And His sweat was as it were great 
drops of blood falling down to the 
ground." And who can conceive what 
must have been His agony of mind 
when He cried upon the cross, '' My 
God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me?" It is true that the 
efficacy of His sacrifice is derived 
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rather from the dignity of His person, 
than from the extent of His suffering, 
yet when we are taught that " it pleased 
the Lord to bruise Him," that "He 
hath put Him to grief," that He bade 
His sword awake against the Man that 
is His feUow, md smite the Shepherd 
of the flock, we cannot but receive an 
awful impression of the depth and 
diversity of His anguish. He has 
tasted every cup we drink. He has 
undergone every struggle we undergo. 
Is there any sharpness in paiij, ?iny 
prostration in toil, any bitterness in 
reproach, any desolation in bereave- 
ment, any disquietude in temptation, 
any sadness in desertion, any horror 
in divine abandonment, any am^e^- 
nlent in the hour and power of death ? 
' — then He has felt it all. Child of 
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sorrow, art thou bereft? behold Him 
at the grave of Lazarus. Art thou 
weak and weary? behold Him at 
Samaria's well. Art thou assailed by 
Satan? consider Him in the dreary 
wilderness. Art thou weak and pro- 
strate in the flesh? see Him asleep 
amid the raging tempest in the hinder 
part of the fisher*s boat, on the sea of 
Galilee. Art thou forsaken and be- 
trayed? see Him betrayed by one 
disciple, denied by another, deserted 
by all. Art thou heavy and sore 
amazed? consider Him in the garden 
of Gethsemane. Do the pains of death 
compass thee round? fix thine eye 
upon the cross of Calvary. How fit- 
tingly from His lips may burst the 
pathetic appeal in the Book of Lamen- 
tations, *^Is it nothing to you all ye 
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that pass by ? ^ behold and see if there 
be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, 
which is done unto me, wherewith 
the Lord hath afflicted me in the day 
pf His fierce anger." 

III. If, then. He was so abundantly 
tempted, if He suffered so intensely, 
being tempted, is He not able to 
succour them that are tempted ?. Able 
with a special ability ikidX could not 
otherwise have pertained to Him. As 
the Son of God He knew our sorro^ys 
aforetime, for. He knoweth all. things. 
But He must become the Son of man 
in order to /^^/^ our griefs, in order to 
"be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities'' '. TheWord madeyf^^^," 
can enter into our afflictions in a way 
that the " Word which was in the be- 
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ginning with God " could not do till 
He became '* Immanuel, which being 
interpreted is, God with us." Thus it 
is that His sympathy is brought within 
our reach- The lowesf round of the 
mystic ladder of His mysterious person 
rests upon earth. We can hear His 
groans, we may feel the throbbings of 
His heart as the beloved disciple did 
when he leant upon His breast at the 
last Supper. The abstract nature of 
the Almighty is too vast, too vague for 
us to grasp ; in yesus all comes down 
to our apprehension, and home to our 
hearts* Those who have sojourned in 
the inner chambers of the house of 
mourning, know that there are few 
friends who can steal in on their 
seclusion there without awakening 
pain ; and of the few none who has 
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never been an inmate in that shaded 
retreat. From the footstep of the 
hardy, the buoyant, the gay, the 
mourner instinctively shrinks as the 
sensitive plant does from a coarser 
touch. A wounded spirit needs a 
delicacy of handling, a refinement of 
discernment, seldom or never learnt 
save in the school of sorrow. The 
finer shades of mental woe, the more 
recondite strings of the broken heart, 
can be understood and reached only 
by those who have themselves passed 
through and been buffeted by the 
deepest waters. Even the silent pre- 
sence of such is balm to the wounded 
spirit. The consciousness of sym- 
pathy soothes. But such a comforter 
is the High Priest of our profession. 
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"In that He Himself hath suffered, 
being tempted, He is able to succour 
them that are tempted." "Able," be- 
cause morally capacitated. "Able," 
for He is touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities. "Able," for the very 
assurance that He is so solaces the 
distressed. And will not He be 
prompt to pity, who has known the 
need of pity ? to whom an angel from 
heaven appeared strengthening Him 
in His agony? Does not He know 
how to temper the fiery furnace who 
has felt its intensest heat? Must not 
He be skilled to minister the balms 
of the Holy Spirit to the bleeding 
hearts who, in the days of His flesh, 
offered up prayers and supplications 
with strong crying and tears, to Him 
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that was able to save Him from death, 
and was heard in that He feared ? 

O Thou, who didst weep at the 
sepulchre in Bethany, how can we 
doubt Thy tenderness, or distrust Thy 
sympathy? O Thou, whose sweat in 
Gethsemane was as great * drops of 
blood falling down to the ground, can 
we question Thy fellow feeling with 
those who agonise beneath the sense 
of guilt? Hearken then, fainting and 
disconsolate mourner: whose voice is 
that heard at thy side whispering 
''weep not," — " it is I, be not afraid?" 
It is the voice of Him who has Him- 
self been tempted \\kt as thou art, who 
is therefore able to succour thee in thy 
temptation. He does not forbid thy 
feelings. He will not blame thy tears. 
He has felt, He has wept. All He 
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chides thee for is thy disconsolateness 
and despondency. He bids thee learn 
of Him, who said of His own cup of 
unfathomable bitterness, ''The cup 
which my Father hath given me, shall 
I not drink it?'' But if He ''learned 
obedience by the things that He suf- 
fered," oughtest not thou to learn the 
same lesson in the same school? 
Shrink not from following the foot- 
steps of the Good Shepherd, not only 
when they lead to the dewy mead, but 
to the thirsty desert, not only when 
they bend towards the peaceful fold, 
but towards the den of lions. Through 
much tribulation He opened the king- 
dom of heaven to all believers, and 
through much tribulation they must 
enter that kingdom. " If we suffer 
with Him, we shall also reign with 
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Him/' Nearest the cross, nearest the 
throne. Only let the same mind be 
in us that was also in Christ Jesus. 
Let us imbibe His sympathy by shar- 
ing His sufferings. Bear we one 
another's burdens, weep we with them 
that weep. Seek we to bind up the 
broken in heart, and to comfort all that 
mourn. Be it ours to " visit the father- 
less and widows in their affliction," 
whilst we strive to keep ourselves " un- 
spotted from the world.'' 



Psalm cxix. 71. 
" // is good for me that I have been afflicted^ 




Psalm cxix. 71. 
" It is good for mc that I have been afflicteA" 

OOD to have been afflicted ! '^ 
retorts the man of this world, 
who has his portion in this 
world; " he who said so can never have 
been afflicted, or at least can never 
have tasted the bitterness of affliction." 
That David was no stranger to tribula- 
tion, the whole of his chequered history 
touchingly tells ; that the iron entered 
into his soul, is no less certain. What 
must have been his agony when "he 
covered his face, and cried with a loud 
voice, O my son Absalom I O Absalom, 
my son, my son! would God I had 
died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my 
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son!" What must have been his 
anguish while hunted by that vicious 
son as a partridge on the mountains! 
Yet when grown gray in sorrow, the 
hoary monarch remembered the way 
by which the Lord his God had led 
him, and left it upon record as moved 
by the Holy Spirit, "It is good for 
me that I have been afflicted." 

And was the case of the son of Jesse 
singular? Was there anything peculiar 
in his experience ? Far from it. Each 
one who has been the subject of sancti- 
fied affliction will echo the sentiment. 
Whether it be when it awakens the 
heedless man to repentance, or when 
it recalls the backslider from his wan- 
derings, or when it exercises, and by 
exercise strengthens, the believer, or 
when it proves and manifests the 
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power of divine grace in the faithful^ 
affliction is a blessing in disguise. Let 
us illustrate its benign influence in 
each of these instances. And mean- 
time may the *' Man of sorrows " dif- 
fuse the savour of His sympathy and 
comfort through all our hearts 1 

I. How often has tribulation been 
used by God to break the heart of 
stone 1 The word, indeed, is the in- 
corruptible seed, but affliction is the 
ploughshare that furrows the fallow 
ground. The word furnishes the 
moulds into which the metal when 
fused is poured; but affliction is the 
furnace which melts the ore. The 
word is the seal which stamps the 
image and superscription of the king 
upon the melted wax; but it is trial 
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that softens the wax in order that it 
may take the impression. It is in 
immediate connexion with the passage 
before us that David says, "Before 
I was afflicted I went astray, but now 
have I kept Thy word." It was when 
brought down to a level with the 
beasts of the fields that Nebuchad- 
nezzar humbled himself beneath the 
mighty hand of God. It was from 
the dark dungeon that Manasseh first 
cried unto the Lord. It was not till 
he began to be in want, and would 
fain have filled his belly with the husks 
that the swine did eat, that the prodi- 
gal came to himself, and remembered 
the abundance of his father's house, 
and said, " I will arise, and go to 
my father." How many would never 
have felt the burden of sin, if they 
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had not tasted the bitterness of sorrow ! 
How many would never have been 
roused to repentance, if they had not 
been brought to the brink of the pit! 
How many would never have laid hold 
on the arm of Jesus, if the reed on 
which they fondly leant had not 
snapped asunder and pierced the hand 
that clung to it I How many never 
sought the fountain of living waters 
until the broken cisterns which they 
had hewed out to themselves were 
utterly wrecked 1 

" The wicked fear not God, because 
they have no changes'' Unchanging 
prosperity is not a token for good. 
Nor can God pass a more fatal sen- 
tence on a rebel than " Let him alone." 
How infinitely better to have the right 
hand cut off or the right eye plucked 
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out, ''rather than to have two hands' 
or two eyes to be cast into hell, where 
their worm dieth not, and their fire is 
not quenched ! " Good, therefore, un- 
speakably good, the affliction which 
issues in the godly sorrow which 
worketh repentance unto salvation not 
to be repented of. 

II. As God in many instances com- 
missions tribulation to be a herald of 
repentance, so He not unfrequently 
sends it in pursuit of the wanderer 
from His flock, sends it as the shep- 
herd sends his faithful dog, not to rend, 
nor yet to terrify the straying sheep, 
but to turn it round and guide it back 
to the fold. It is thus the Lord ful- 
fils His word : '* The backslider in heart 
shall be filled with the fruits, of his 
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ways." And hence the backsliding 
daughter of Israel is forewarned : 
*' Thine own wickedness shall correct 
thee, and thy backslidings shall re- 
prove thee." How graciously doth 
God thus distil healing medicines from 
the bitter fruits which spring out of 
disobedience 1 How tenderly doth He 
use the very cords which the prodigal's 
faults have knotted, for the purpose of 
scourging him back to his father's 
heart I This is what He strives to 
bring to pass. It is for this He waits. 
Therefore, said He, touching His 
erring people of old, '* I will go and 
return to my place, till they acknow- 
ledge their offence, and seek my face: 
in their affliction they will seek me 
early." Then no sooner doth He hear 
them say, "Come, and let us return 
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unto the Lord : for He hath torn, and 
He will heal us ; He hath smitten, and 
He will bind us up," than He straight- 
way exclaims, *' I will heat their back- 
sliding, I will love them freely; for 
min6 anger is turned away from him." 
Most pathetically is all this portrayed 
by David himself in the delineation 
of his own inward struggle, in Psaltfi 
xxxii. "When," says ht^ "I kept si- 
lence, my bones waxed old through 
niy roaring all the day lohg^ F6r day 
and night Thy hand was heavy iipdh 
me; my mdisturfe is turned into thfe 
drought of suriimfeh I acknowledged 
my sin unto Thee, afed mine iniquity 
have I ttot hid. I saidj I will confess 
my tiransgressions iinto the Lord ; and 
Thou forgivest the iniiquity oi my sin." 
Well then might thife swfefet Siligef of 
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Israel sing with an ecstatic gratitude of 
his Divine Shepherd, •' He restoreth 
my soul." And well may every faint- 
ing pilgrim exclaim with our own 
saintly bard,^-^ 

« Fc»r ail I thank thee, most for the sevdre;'* 

III. We should^ however, greatly err 
were we to infer that the chastenings 
which the servants of God undergo are 
always indications of their having gone 
astray* Far from it, they are liot un- 
frequently marks of special favour- 
*• Every branch in me,'' says Christy 
speaking of Himself in union with His 
people, " that beareth fruit, He purgeth 
[or pruneth] it, that it may bring forth 
more fruit.'' Larger fruitfulhess is 
therefore a reward of fruitfulness, and 
the instrumeiit of that greater fruitful- 
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ness is the pruning-knife of the 
Heavenly Husbandman. Sanctified 
affliction is one of God's choicest means 
for refining the ore which He has set 
apart for Himself. And as the bed of 
camomile spreads its roots, and 
breathes a richer odour, the more it is 
trodden down, so is it with the lowly 
flowers of grace planted in the garden 
of the Lord. No plant more needs 
to have its luxuriance pruned than 
does the vine, no plant profits more 
by unsparing pruning. *' To every one 
that hath, shall be given, and he shall 
have more abundance." Tribulation 
exercises grace, and grace by being 
exercised is strengthened, and the 
peaceful fruit of righteousness is 
yielded more abundantly. Hence, as 
the apostle reasons, '* We glory in 
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tribulations also : knowing that tribula- 
tion worketh patience; and patience, 
experience ; and experience, hope/' It 
is thus the new man is more fully 
developed, and the passive graces of 
the Spirit are made to beautify the 
character. 

The view which the faithful ought 
to take of their present life is, that it 
is Christ's school, in which He is 
educating them for their home above. 
And can there be sound education 
without discipline? And can there be 
faithful discipline without correction? 
It is experience that teaches most ef- 
fectually. In scriptural language, a 
man is hardly said to know that which 
he has not proved ; and how much 
there is which a man can only know 
effectually by proving experimentally I 
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How much there is of the tenderness 
and condescension of the Father, how 
much of the pitifulness and the fulness 
of the Son, how much of the fellow- 
ship and comfort of the Holy Ghost, 
how much of his own infirmities and 
necessities, how much of the exceed- 
ing great and precious promises of 
Holy Scripture^ how much of his Own 
insufficiency on the one hand, and of 
Christ's all-sufficiency on the other, 
which cannot be thoroughly known by 
the believer until he has been exer- 
cised by manifold afflictions! Then, 
and not till then» can he set to his seal 
that God is true, and that not one 
good thing fails of all that He has 
spoken concerning His people. Thus 
assured, he can animate his fellow- 
pilgrims as the psalmist did; "Oh, 
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taste and see that the Lord is good: 
blessed is the man that trusteth in 
Him." Thus assured, his hope will 
plume afresh her weary wing, and soar 
more exultingly towards the scenes 
within the veil "Blessed, therefore, 
is the man that endureth temptation/' 
''Blessed is the man whom Thou 
chastenest, O Lord, and teachest him 
out of Thy law." 

There is yet a loftier and nobler 
purpose which God accomplishes not 
unfrequently by afflicting those whom 
He specially honours — the manifesta- 
tion of His own glory. Where He 
gives peculiar grace He loves to make 
it shine. His people are His earthly 
mirrors. "This people," says He, 
" have I formed for Myself, they shall 
show forth My praise." When He 
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has planted His garden with choicest 
aromatic flowers, then He says to the 
winds, " Awake, O north wind ; and 
come, thou south; blow upon my 
garden, that the spices thereof may 
flow out." And refreshing is the fra- 
grance left behind. What a lustre 
gilds the nth chapter of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, — b, lustre reflected 
from irradiated storms and illumined 
clouds. If all the saintly heroes ob- 
tained a good report through faith, it 
was to the praise of the glory of the 
riches of His grace, who perfected 
His strength in their weakness, and 
out of weakness made them strong. 
*' The goodly fellowship of the prophets 
praise Him, the noble army of martyrs 
praise Him.*' The brightest stars in 
the firmament of the Church, whose 
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reflected light still serves to cheer and 
animate the pilgrims of faith, were 
those which shone in the darkest skies. 
Should we have heard of the patience 
of Job, and seen in his history the 
end of the Lord, had he not been 
plunged into the lowest depths of woe ? 
Or could Paul have told us with such 
power, ''When I am weak, then am I 
strong,*' had not a thorn in the flesh, 
the messenger of Satan, been com- 
missioned to buffet him? The most 
tried of the Lord's people have generally 
brought most honour to His name. If 
therefore the mind be in us which was 
also in Him, who merged all His emo- 
tions in the one aspiration, ''Father, 
glorify Thy name," we shall count it 
good, surpassingly good, that we 
should sufler in order that He may 
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be praised, that we should be abased io 
order that He may be exalted. 

Affliction, then, sanctified affliction^ 
whether as a herald of repentance, or 
a healer of backsliding, or a strength- 
ener of grace, or a reflector of God's 
glory, is indisputably " good." Where- 
fore, *' lift up the hands that hang down, 
and the feeble knees/' Shrink not, ye 
sojourners in the house of mourning, 
from the shadows that shroud you. 
Recoil not from the cup which your 
Saviour has mingled for you, only pray 
with a// prayer that it may be, as He 
intends it to be, for your soul's health. 
Then shall you be able to record in 
after and brighter days, yea, on the 
threshold of the home where God will 
wipe away all tears from the eye, " It is 
good for me that I have been afflicted." 



Hebrews iv i6. 

"Z^/ us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace^ 
that we may obtain mercy ^ and find grace to help 
in time of need** 



H 




Hebrews iv. i6. 

" Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help 
in time of need." 



NE emphatic message conveyed 
by the rod of our Heavenly 
Father to His chastened child 
is this word in season, " Is any among 
you afflicted? let him pray." This .is 
the special duty, — this the choicest 
privilege in the trying hour. "Call 
upon me in the day of trouble," saith 
the Lord, ''and I will hear thee, and 
thou shalt glorify me." In this emer- 
gency, then, beloved, " Let us," as we 
are invited, '* come boldly to the throne 
of grace." 
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Ponder, my weeping brethren, on 
these three salient points: — 
I. Whither we are to conje. 
II. How we are to come. ' 

III. Why we are to come. ' 

I. The impulse of unrenewed nature 
when God lays His hand upon us is 
to ^y from Him, not to Him. Con- 
science tells us He is wrath. We 
picture Him to ourselves as seated 
on the judgment-seat, holding the 
balances, and wielding the sword. 
Such a vision of the Holy One scares, 
instead of alluring ; inspires terror, in- 
stead of enkindling hope. But how 
changed the aspect of the throne when 
it is seen to be environed by the rain- 
bow of the covenant; when it is trans- 
formed into the throne of grace, mild 
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as majestic, attractive as august. It 
retains its legal character unimpaired. 
He who sits upon it sits in glorious 
sovereignty. "Justice and judgment 
are the habitation of His throne." 
Righteousness and truth are the pillars 
that uphold it. We are invited to 
draw near to it, not because the law 
is set aside, but because it is fulfilled; 
not because it is compromised, but be- 
cause it is '^magnified'' The sword 
is still there, but it is sheathed, and 
the sceptre is held forth instead. It 
is so, because " we have an Advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous, and He is the propitiation 
for our sins." And " He is able to 
save to the uttermost all that come 
to God by Him, seeing He ever liveth 
to make intercession for them?' And 
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"we have not an High Priest which 
cannot be touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities, but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without 
sin." Blessed be God that there is a 
mercy-seat. Blessed be God that the 
mercy-seat is a throne. This inspires 
confidence, this assures. If God were 
not manifested as just in justifying^ 
as abhorring and requiting sin^ whilst 
receiving the penitent sinner into the 
arms of His mercy, the conscience 
could not be pacified, the heart could 
not be established. But lo, mercy and 
truth are met together, righteousness 
and peace have kissed each other. " I 
beheld," says he, who was rapt into 
the heaven of heavens, '* and lo, in the 
midst of the throne, stood a Lamb as 
it had been slain." Therefore, that 
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throne is a throne of grace. "Hav- 
ing, therefore, brethren, boldness to 
enter into the holiest by the blood of 
Jesus, by a new and living way, which 
He hath consecrated for us, through 
the veil, that is to say, His flesh ; and 
having an High Priest over the house 
)f God ; let us draw near with a true 
aeart, in full assurance of faith." 

n. To such a throne we ought to 
come in a befitting spirit ; not in '^ the 
spirit of bondage again to fear, but in 
the spirit of adoption whereby we cry, 
Abba, Father." The word rendered 
"boldly" by our version would be 
more fitly rendered ^' confidingly T The 
former expression conveys to our minds 
something of forwardness and pre- 
sumption ; the latter denotes trustful- 
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ness and affection. Reverence and 
reliance blended, constitute the senti- • 
ment intended. By all means let 
there h^, reverence^ for we draw near 
to a throne; by all means let there 
be reliance, for we draw near to a 
throne of grace. The two emotions 
are not only compatible, but congenial. 
Every fond, dutiful child has them 
united in his breast when he ap- 
proaches a venerable and loving father. 
The former sentiment enhances the 
latter, and the latter softens the for- 
mer. There is much to awe, but more 
to encourage, the suppliant ; unworthi-^ 
ness is no hindrance, poverty is a plea. 
A servile, wavering spirit is most un-^ 
becoming. It dishonours God, and 
it checks and chills the worshipper. 
Our Father loves that we should co^i^ 
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fide in Him, that we should give Him 
credit for what He declares. " If ye, 
being evil," saith He, who revealeth 
the Father, " know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more 
shall your Father in heaven give good 
things to them that ask Him?'' To 
ask Him distrustfully is, therefore, to 
regard Him as less tender than the 
sinful '' fathers of our flesh." Nothing 
more wounds an affectionate parent 
than for his child to doubt his love. 
And shall we dare to question the 
love of the Father of spirits, of Him, 
who ^'so loved the world that He 
gave His only-begotten Son, that when 
soever believeth in Him, should not 
perish, but have everlasting life?'^ 
"He that spared not His own Son, 
but delivered Him up for us all, how 
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shall He not with Him also freely 
give us all things?" Have faith, then, 
in God. And " according to your faith 
be it unto you." ''Open thy mouth 
wide, and I will fill it," saith the Lord. 
" If thou canst believe, all things are 
possible to him that believeth/' The 
strongest in faith have ever been the 
most successful in prayer. We often 
find in holy Scripture instances of 
those who were reprehended for too 
little faith, but none who were rebuked 
for too much. ''Wherefore lift up the 
hands which hang down, and the feeble 
knees." Be of a good courage, ye 
timid, trembling mourners ; " be not 
afraid;" believe only; "come boldly 
to the throne of grace." 

HI. Come to "obtain mercy, and 
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find grace to help in time of need/' 
Mercy first ; the cardinal want of 
man, and the brightest attribute of 
God ; — " His darling perfection," as it 
has been styled. For it is not said 
that " He delighteth '' in power, or in 
justice, or in truth, but He " delighteth 
in mercy 1'^ She is the morning star 
that rose on man's dark doom when 
all seemed hopeless, indicating and 
ushering in " the day-spring from on 
high." It is our first plea when we 
turn to God, and it may well be our 
last as we go to Him. '' God be 
merciful to me a sinner," is the first 
and fittest prayer for a returning peni- 
tent. *' God be merciful to me a sin-^ 
ner," is the most congenial aspiration 
for a dying saint, as he crosses the 
threshold of hea^ven. " Looking for 
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the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
unto eternal life," is the attitude which 
our spirits ought to maintain to the 
end. Nor can we breathe a more 
needful supplication for the ripest saint 
than that which the apostle breathed 
for Onesiphorus, *' The Lord grant 
Unto him that he may find mercy of 
the Lord in that day," And as always, 
so pre-eminently in the height of tri- 
bulation will his need of mercy press 
upon the believer's heart. The fire 
of trial often acts upon the tablets of 
conscience as natural fire acts upon 
sheets which have been written all 
over with characters in sympathetic 
ink — it calls them out into startling 
legibility. Hence, in such circum- 
stances, the mourner in Zion will not 
unfrequently cry out, " My sins have 
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taken such hold upon me that I am 
not able to look up ; they are more 
in number than the hairs of my head, 
/and my heart faileth me." Whither, 
then, can the sinking sufferer flee 
but to that mercy that endureth for 
ever? Instead of brooding over past 
experiences, or groping after present 
evidences, far better to cast himself 
back at once and altogether, on the 
multitude of the mercies of God 
through the Lord Jesus Christ. Come 
then, beloved, come without faltering, 
to the mercy-seat, to ask and obtain 
mercy for mercy's sake. 

Neither come less earnestly to find 
grace to help in time of need. As 
we have no hope but from mercy, so 
have we no help but from grace. The 
more we need it, the more should we 
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be emboldened to seek it ; our need 
is our plea. The hand that afflicts 
us is pledged to sustain us. ** My 
grace is sufficient for thee," is the 
message Jesus sends to every troubled 
saint. Nor will the saint in trouble 
be less wishful for sufficient grace 
than for abundant pardon. It is not 
so much safety as sanctity that he 
longs for, or rather, he yearns after 
the former only in the way of the 
latter. His master desire, when he 
finds a time of need pressing upon 
him, is, that he may be helped to meet 
it as becometh a saint, to glorify the 
Lord in the fires, and to come forth 
from the furnace as '^ silver which has 
been refined seven times in a furnace 
of earth." The time of need is de- 
signed to be a time of special supply 
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out of the fulness that is in Christ. 
Let us, therefore, stir up ourselves to 
take hold upon the Lord. Let us 
open our mouth wide that He may 
fill it. • His hand is full; it is out- 
stretched to bestow: let not the poor 
and needy go away ashamed, because 
of unbelief. The word of Jesus is, 
** Be not afraid, believe only." "Ac- 
cording to your faith be it unto you." 
Wherefore, " be strong in the Lord 
and in the power of His might." As 
David did, encourage yourselves in 
the Lord. Let not Satan beguile you 
into thinking that distrust is humility, 
that to cofifide is to presume. The 
presumption is not to trust God, but 
to question His faithfulness or His 
power. ** He that believeth not 
hath made Him a liar." What pre- 



128 SERMONS FOR THE SICK. 

sumption can go further? How much 
a fond father prizes the affectionate 
confidence of his child I How greatly 
will that confidence prevail with him ! 
Much more will the Father of our 
spirits value and honour the full faith 
of His offspring. Petitions winged by 
such a spirit cannot be withstood. 
Such was the effectual pleading of 
Asa in his time of need, " Help us, 
O Lord our God, for we rest upon 
Thee." Fix the eye of faith unfalter- 
ingly on the Great High Priest who 
bore the crown of thorns for us, and 
still retains the scars of His conflict for 
us. Can we then fail to feel the power of 
the apostolic argument, '* He that spared 
not His own Son but delivered Him 
up for us all, how shall He not with 
Him also freely give us all things?" 



Psalm ci. i. 
"/ will sing of mercy andjiidgmmC 




Psalm ci. i. 
** I will sing of mercy and judgment." 

HE song of the sweet singer 
of Israel is a peculiar one. 
It is not heard in heaven, 
for there is no judgment there. It is 
not heard in hell, for there is no mercy 
there. So far as we know, it is to 
this marvellous and mysterious world 
alone, that the chequered strain be- 
longs. 

It is here that light and shadow, 
fear and hope, grace and wrath in- 
termingle; yea, and even here it was 
not always so. Time was when man, 
walking in the image, basked in the 
favour of God : mercy he needed not, 
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for he had no misery: judgment he 
merited not, for he had not trans- 
gressed. But in a little while, lured 
by the tempter, he brake the covenant 
of peace and challenged the sentence 
of death. Then it was that judgment, 
clad in thunder, entered into this re- 
volted world. But, Oh unspeakable 
grace I she entered not alone. At that 
dread crisis, mercy, hitherto, as it 
would seem, unrevealed to the intelli- 
gent universe, made her appearance in 
the habitation of man. Even while 
the stern sounds of judgment yet made 
the ears of the guilty pair to tingle, 
the mild voice of mercy whispered 
in soft cadence, ''The seed of the 
woman shall bruise the serpent's head." 
Thus the bow was set in the cloud. 
Thus mercy and judgment began their 
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twin career along the path of human 
history. Trace we their interwoven 
course, both in the past and in the 
.present. The study may well teach 
us lessons of holy admonition and 
heavenly consolation. The Divine 
Comforter enable us to deduce and 
appropriate these lessons* 

The second simultaneous manifesta- 
tion of the two associated principles 
was, when the two first brothers brought 
their respective offerings to present to 
God* Then as they stood side by 
side, the rejected sacrifice of Cain, on 
the one hand, scattered it may be by 
a stormy wind ; and the accepted sac- 
rifice of Abel, on the other hand, kin- 
dled most likely by fire from heaven, 
testified with fearful force, that judg- 
ment bars the self-righteous from 
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access to the Holy One, whilst mercy 
welcomes the believing penitent to 
draw nigh by a new and living way. 
Years rolled on — iniquity abounded. 
All flesh corrupted his way upon the 
earth ; the earth was filled with vio- 
lence. It repented the Lord that He 
had made man upon the earth. Then 
judgment came forth arrayed in right- 
eous vengeance. God did a new thing: 
the windows of heaven were opened, 
and the fountains of the great deep 
were broken up, and the waters from 
above and the waters from beneath, 
meeting and mingling, engulfed the 
whole world in desolation. And did 
not the floods lift up their voice, and 
sing of judgment, unsparing judg- 
ment? But meanwhile^ was mercy 
gone? Had God forgotten to be 
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gracious? Was there no token of 
His grace? Behold, far off upon the 
bounding billows floats the protected 
ark, the symbol of salvation. It em- 
bosoms the only righteous family 
which was left upon the earth. And 
surely their song amid the roar of the 
waves, as well as when afterwards on 
Ararat the rainbow of the covenant 
spanned their sacrifice of praise, must 
have been, "His mercy endureth for 
ever/' 

Turn again, and contemplate the 
dread doom of *' the cities of the 
plain." The cry of their wickedness 
had gone up to heaven, then wrath 
came upon them to the uttermost. A 
fiery flood from the skies carried them 
down quick into the lake that burneth 
with brimstone and fire, setting them 
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forth as an example, suffering the ven- 
geance of eternal fire; proclaiming to 
the universe that it is a fearful thing 
to fall into the hands of the living God. 
Yet still there are tokens of mercy : lo, 
three fugitives hastening to the moun- 
tains, angel guards speeding their steps, 
for God can do nothing till they are 
in safety: these were the only faith- 
ful ones found in Sodom : and had 
ten righteous been found there, God 
would have spared the whole city for 
their sakes. Verily, " He delighteth 
in mercy," and ''mercy rejoiceth against 
judgment/' 

If we pass on to the chequered 
history of Israel, there, on every page, 
written as in characters of light, we 
''behold the goodness and severity 
of God." Now they rebel, and He 
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scourges: now they repent, and He 
spares themt now they provoke Him 
to anger by their idolatries, and He 
sells them into the hands of their 
enemies : now they cry to Him in their 
distress, and He raises up mighty 
deliverers for them, and makes them 
" also to be pitied of all those that car- 
ried them away captives." How often 
was His sword half-unsheathed against 
them, yet returned to its scabbard : 
how often the thundercloud brooded 
over them, then vanished away. And 
when at last they had filled up the 
measure of their iniquities and wrath 
came upon them to the uttermost, still 
in wrath He remembered mercy ; a 
little band of faithful saints sheltered 
in Pella, beheld from afar the flames 
that desolated their city and temple: 
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yea, and the scattered and peeled peo- 
ple, everywhere dispersed, yet every- 
where distinct, like oil diffused over 
the face of the ocean, driven to and fro, 
yet nowhere blended with the waters: ' 
they are not less prophetic of coming 
grace, than beacons of present judg- 
ment. When, therefore, Jerusalem 
shall arise, and shake herself from the 
dust, and put on her beautiful gar- 
ments, and sit as a queen in the earth, 
when He that scattered Israel shall 
gather them, and make them a joy 
and a praise in the earth, what will 
be their song — their seemliest song — 
will it not *'be of mercy and judg- 
ment?" 

But it was in Gethsemane and on 
Calvary, that mercy and judgment in 
combination, had their fullest and 
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grandest display. There ''mercy and 
truth met together, righteousness and 
peace kissed each other." How im- 
mutable the justice that exacted such 
a sacrifice I How illimitable the love 
that gave it I He that spared not His 
own Son, but delivered Him up for 
us all, laying on Him the iniquity of 
us all, making His soul an offering 
for sin, putting Him to grief, bidding 
His sword awake against the man that 
was His fellow, till His sweat was as 
it were great drops of blood falling 
down to the ground, and His expiring 
cry, " My God, my God, why hast 
Thou forsaken me?" — He then and 
thus manifested His grace more glori- 
ously than He does in the transports 
of heaven. His justice more fearfully 
than He does in the torments of hell. 
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Seen in the cross, how terrible is 
judgment! Seen in the cross, how 
ravishing is mercy ! And all that come 
to God. by the new and living way, 
by the blood of Jesus, behold the 
flaming sword of justice, sheathed, and 
quenched in the side of the Lamb, 
whilst the sceptre of grace which they 
touch is tinged with His blood. Who 
can ponder on the agonies of Geth^ 
semane, who can stand beside the cross 
on Calvary, and not " sing of mercy and 
judgment?'* 

Yes, throughout the entire texture 
of Scripture, how intimately are the 
two golden threads .interwoven. Is 
there a reprimand unattended by an 
invitation ? a threatening unaccom- 
panied by a promise? How con- 
tinually the stern tones of anger melt 
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off into the tender cadences of grace. 
In how many instances ^' mercy re- 
joiceth against judgment," and God 
'* repenteth Him of the evil/' The 
lights and shadows chasing one 
another over the waving cornfield in 
autumn, not inaptly represent the 
chequered character of the pages of 
inspiration. And no less chequered, 
the personal records of the children 
of God, as chronicled by the Spirit 
of God. In the case of Job, what 
crushing judgment, yet what strong 
consolation, and ultimately what tri- 
umphant mercy I In the case of Jacob, 
how did his sin find him out, and his 
chastisement reflect his transgression : 
yet how did the Lord turn again his 
captivity, and in the eventide there 
was light! But, above all, had the 
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" sweet singer of Israel " abundant 
reason for his mingled strain. Special 
iniquity brought upon him special 
judgments, and these again gave place 
to special mercies : the depths of the 
shadows in the picture of his pilgri- 
mage serve to throw out into bolder 
relief the brightness of the light 
He seldom or never wakes his harp 
to the strains of sadness, but ere long 
he strikes the chord of joy and praise. 
Now he waters his couch with his 
tears, and maketh his bed to swim: 
now he has songs in the night season, 
his sackcloth is put off, and he is 
girded with gladness. Even on the 
verge of the land of unshaded light 
his testimony is unchanged. "Al- 
though my house be not so with God," 
said the dying saint, thus singing of 
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judgment to the last, ''yet He hath 
made with me an everlasting covenant, 
ordered in all things and sure: and this 
is all my salvation, and all my desire, 
although He make it not to grow : " 
witnessed he who had so often sung, 
" His mercy endureth for ever." 

Nor is the chequered strain less ap- 
propriate for the pilgrim host, in these 
latter times, than it was in days gone 
by. In their spiritual history they 
first sow in tears, as the Spirit re- 
proves them of sin ; they then reap in 
joy, as He reproves them of righteous- 
ness. He wounds to heal ; He bruises 
to bind up. Their daily walk and 
warfare are diversified with fears and 
hopes, griefs and joys, discomfitures 
and victories, alternations of mercy 
and judgment. As in the inner so in 
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the outer life, no sky without a cloud, 
no cloud without a rainbow ; no stage 
without a trial, no trial without a way 
of escape that they may be able to 
bear it. '* He stayeth His rough wind 
in the day of His east wind/' If one 
post brings heavy tidings, the next 
brings cheering. If one friend fails, 
another is raised up : if one hope fades 
away, another dawns. On what bitter 
cup are there no finger prints of love ? 
In what murky sky can we discern no 
star of promise? 

How wisely, how graciously it is 
thus ordered! Were all mercy, we 
should presume : were all judgment, 
we should despair. The latter serves 
to keep us watchful ; the former helps 
to keep us hopeful. The one ever 
reminds us that God is a just God ; 
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the Other tells us that the just God is 
a Saviour. Throughout life's career, 
these angel attendants will accompany 
the pilgrims of faith, nor leave them 
till the journey is finished. Then, but 
not till then, mercy will be without 
judgment, and judgment without mercy, 
for ever and ever. Meantime, let us 
bless God for their conjunction. It 
constitutes our Father's discipline to 
teach, and train us for His presence. 
Let us never wish to dissever what 
He has combined ; let us never over- 
look the twofold aspect of the Divine 
countenance. Let us not dare to trifle 
with Him, for " He is a consuming 
fire;" let us not distrust Him, for His 
"property is always to have mercy." 
In our deepest distresses let us bear 

in mind that He is a Father: in our 

K 
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brightest scenes let us bear in mind 
that He is a Judge. Nor let us doubt, 
that, in the end, when enabled to track 
the whole labyrinth through which 
we have been led, and the purposes, and 
the issues of all, we shall see that 
judgment itself was but the sterner 
aspect of mercy, and the everlasting 
song of the ransomed shall be, '* His 
mercy endureth for ever." 




Psalm cxxvi. 5. 
They that sow in tears shall reap in joy'' 



Psalm cxxvi. 5. 
" They that sow in tears shall reap in joy." 




T is often assumed that afflic- 
tion must infallibly do us 
good. It is a false and 
perilous assumption. Trial has an 
influence, but not always a beneficial 
influence. It proves, but it does not 
necessarily profit. It is a critical 
juncture. God is reasoning with the 
suffering. He is putting*them to the 
test. He has sent a messenger to 
receive of the fruit of the vineyard. 
Let not the messenger be sent empty 
away. The grand point is to sow 
precious seed at such a congenial sea- 
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son, then, doubtless, we shall after- 
ward reap the peaceable fruit of right- 
eousness." 

The word before us is thus em- 
phatically a word in season on the 
present occasion, and in the present 
time. It calls our attention, on the 
one hand, to — 

I. The seed-time of sorrow- And 
on the other, to — 

11. The harvest of joy. 

Let our hearts wait upon the Spirit 
of truth and life, that we may receive 
the word with meekness and pure 
affection, and bring forth the fruits of 
the Spirit. 

I. A time of sorrow is a time for 
sowing. 
We may sorrow without sowing, 
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but we can hardly sow without sor- 
rowing. God has so ordered rt in His 
grace, that adversity, which is a result 
of our fall, should ofttimes conduce 
to our rise. Hence, it is fitter to go 
to the house of mourning than to the 
house of feasting. From the latter 
few set out as pilgrims along the 
narrow way that leads to life ; but 
from the former a goodly throng have 
bent their footsteps homeward and 
heavenward. It was not till he began 
to be in want and to perish with 
hunger, that the prodigal came to 
himself, and remembered his father's 
house. It is in spiritual as in natural 
husbandry; the soil is fitted to re- 
ceive the seed when it has been pul- 
verised by the frost, and softened by 
the drops of rain. The fallow-ground 
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must be broken up ; and we must hot 
sow among thorns if we would reap 
a bounteous harvest. There is some- 
thing in affliction which disposes the 
heart to seriousness and reflection. It 
withdraws us from the din and bustle 
of life, it dims the glow and illusions 
of the world; we hear whispers and 
discern shadows, unheard and undis- 
covered in prosperity* There is less 
to engross us without, and more to 
turn our thoughts within. The hand 
of the Lord is made more bare than 
it was when hidden in the very abun- 
dance of His gifts. The vanity and 
evanescence of all things here is brought 
home to us. The need of something 
more solid and more satisfying than 
aught that earth can give, is keenly felt 
If we had settled on our lees, we are 
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Stirred and disturbed. When the cis- 
terns we had hewn out to ourselves 
are all broken, then we begin to crave 
for fountains of living waters. ''Be- 
fore I was afflicted I went astray, but 
now have I kept Thy word," is the 
testimony of David. 

The day of adversity, therefore, is 
emphatically *'the accepted time and 
the day of salvation."' How intensely 
it concerns us that we should not 
suffer it to pass in vain. We ought 
to gird ourselves at once to the task 
set before us. We ought not to let 
slip the golden opportunity to sow 
largely that we may reap abundantly, 
remembering that it is not said, they 
that shed tears, but " they that sow 
in tears shall reap in joy." Too often 
this is forgotten. Barren sorrow pro- 
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fiteth nothing. Yea, rather it tends 
to strengthen selfishness, and imbitter 
the spirit " The sorrow of the world 
worketh death." 

How often is it seen that the dis- 
satisfaction and melancholy resulting 
simply from affliction, pass away with 
the visitation, " like the morning cloud 
and the early dew." The sapling 
which was bent down by some weight 
which pressed upon it, is no sooner 
freed from the pressure, than it re- 
bounds into its natural attitude. 
" Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap. He that soweth to the 
flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; 
but he that soweth to the Spirit shall 
of the Spirit reap life everlasting." 
That your sorrow may be fruitful, it 
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must be godly. Your trial must be 
received as from God ; it must be 
improved as for God. Go forth thus 
bearing precious seed — the seed of 
'earnest humiliation, the seed of silent 
submission, the seed of holy purpose, 
the seed of unwearying patience, the 
seed of steadfast faith, the seed of 
lively hope. Scatter this incorruptible 
seed plenteously in the furrows made 
by the ploughshare of affliction, and 
you shall " doubtless come again with 
rejoicing, bringing your sheaves with 
you." Not more sure the increase 
from natural seed cast into the earth, 
than the fruit which springs from 
spiritual seed sown in the day of ad- 
versity. He that soweth plenteously 
shall reap also plenteously. 
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11. How lovely the contrast The 
sowing in tears, the reaping in joy. 

The bitterness of the former en- 
hances the sweetness of the latter. It 
is so in the ordinary course of human 

life. How many of our seasons of 

» 

gladness owe their birth to our seasons 
of sadness. " Blessed are they that 
mourn, for they shall be comforted/' 
The harvest of joy is twofold. There 
is the harvest here and the harvest 
hereafter. So there were two thank- 
offerings of the fruits of the earth, 
under the law. There was the offering 
of the first green ears of corn, anointed 
with oil and perfumed with incense ; 
and afterwards there was the presenta- 
tion of the fully matured and ripened 
first fruits .of the golden grain. 

Even in this life, ''light is sowp 
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for the righteous, and gladness for the 
upright in heart." " To the righteous 
there ariseth a light in the darkness/' 
" Heaviness may endure for a night, but 
joy Cometh in the morning/' Only we 
must *' both hope and quietly wait for 
the salvation of the Lord/' ''Behold, 
the husbandman waiteth for the pre- 
cious fruit of the earth, and hath long 
patience for it, until he receive the 
early and latter rain/' We must, there- 
fore, let patience have her perfect work, 
*' In due time we shall reap, if we faint 
not/' Let us look and long for the 
fruit of joy. Let us not be afraid to 
receive "beauty for ashes, the oil of 
joy for mourning, and the garment of 
praise for the spirit of heaviness." 

As Jonah said, " I do well to be 
angry," so not unfrequently the mourn- 
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ing Christian says in effect, " I do well 
to be sad." He mistrusts consolation, 
and nurses grief. But this is wrong. 
The Lord doth not afflict willingly, 
nor grieve the children of men. He 
hath promised, ''your sorrow shall be 
turned into joy." Ought we not then 
to expect the fulfilment of His pro- 
mise? Do we not dishonour Him if 
we distrust His gifts? Do we not 
grieve the Holy Spirit if we shrink 
from His holy comfort? Wherefore, 
beloved, ''the God of all grace, who 
hath called us to His eternal glory 
by Christ Jesus, after ye have suffered 
a while, make you perfect, stablish, 
strengthen, settle you. To Him be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen!" 
Still, however sweet the first fruits 
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of the joyful harvest here, they are not 
to be compared with the fulness of joy 
that awaits the mourner in Zion here- 
after. So judged one who had drained 
the cup of tribulation. ''I reckon," 
said St Paul, " that the sufferings 
of this present time are not worthy 
to be compared with the glory that 
shall be revealed in us." And again, 
with more triumphant confidence still, 
he exclaims, ''Our light affliction, which 
is but for a moment, worketh for us 
a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory." Accordingly, when 
the beloved apostle was rapt into 
heavenly vision, and saw a company 
of the glorified most radiant in white, 
and nearest the throne of the Lamb, 
and inquired, ''Who are these, and 
whence came they?" the answer was, 
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" These are they which came out of 
great tribulation, and have washed 
their robes, and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are 
they before the throne of God, and 
serve Him day and night in His 
temple: and He that sitteth upon 
the throne shall dwell among them. 
They shall hunger no mor^ neither 
thirst any more ; neither shall the sun 
light on them, nor any heat. For the 
Lamb which is in the midst of the 
throne shall feed them, and shall lead 
them unto living fountains of waters : 
and God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes." 

The more we have suffered with 
Him and for Him, the more shall we 
rejoice in Him and with Him for ever. 
''Wherefore, lift up the hands that 
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hang down and the feeble knees." We 
may well glory in tribulation also. 
The vessel which has been most tried 
in the furnace will be capable of 
containing the largest measure of 
^ ecstasy. 

Suffer, then, the word of exhorta- 
tion, my weeping brethren, "To-day, 
whilst it is called to-day,'' cast the 
precious seed into the prepared soil. 
Sow as well as sorrow. To do the 
latter without the former, is to delude 
and defraud yourselves : — to delude, 
for your sorrow will not avail ; — to 
defraud, for it has a blessing in store 
for you. 

Sow in hope whilst you sow in tears. 
Doubt not, but earnestly believe that 
your labour is not in vain in the 
Lord. 

L 
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[This sermon he was writing when 
seized with the attack of diphtheria, 
which terminated his life.] 
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